Journey of Faith readings 1/18/25

How damnation occurs (according to Swedenborg):

Secrets of Heaven 2447...Punishment and damnation never come from Jehovah,
or the Lord, but from the person, evil spirit, or devil herself or himself. This results
from the laws of the ordained plan as they relate to truth, because the people in
question cut themselves off from goodness.

[2] The whole of the ordained plan comes from Jehovah, that is, the Lord. He governs
absolutely everything according to that plan, but with many differences. Events can
result because he wills them, takes pleasure in them, accepts them, or tolerates them.
Whatever he wills or takes pleasure in results from the ordained laws as they relate to
goodness. So do many of the things he accepts and even some of the ones he tolerates.
When we disconnect from what is good, though, we throw ourselves on the ordained
laws that belong to truth isolated from goodness. By their very nature these laws are
damning, because all truth condemns us and sends us to hell. From goodness, however
— which is mercy — the Lord saves us and lifts us into heaven. This shows that we are
the ones who damn ourselves.

...[4] Clearly, then, Jehovah never rained down sulfur or fire. That is to say, he never
condemned anyone to hell. It was the people themselves who did this — the ones
involved in evil and therefore in falsity — because they had cut themselves off from
what was good. In the process they had subjected themselves to the laws of the grand
plan that stem from truth alone.

The problem that Swedenborg has with how Christianity has understood
damnation:

True Christianity 132 (click on link)

The relationship of faith and damnation:

Secrets of Heaven 7766...Faith is said to be damned when matters of faith are used
to support falsities and evils. When used in support of these, matters of faith go over to
their side and become endorsements of them. This happens with those who separate
faith from charity in both doctrine and life. But no faith in fact resides with them, only
knowledge of such things as are matters of faith, though they call that knowledge faith.
This is what one should understand by faith that is damned.
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