
What is evil? 
Here is a basic treatment of the Swedenborgian view of evil: 

https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/evil/


Further readings: 


Secrets of Heaven #4997 

And how can I do this great evil, and sin against God? means that the result would be a rift 
rather than union. This can be seen from the symbolism of evil and sin as a rift rather than 
union, specifically when spiritual-earthly goodness unites with nonspiritual earthly truth. The 
two are unlike and unequal and pull apart from each other.


This is referred to as doing evil and sinning against God because evil and sin viewed in 
themselves are actually a rift with [or separation from] goodness. In fact, evil consists in 
disconnection. This is clear from goodness, which is the same as union. All goodness has to 
do with love for the Lord and love for our neighbor. The goodness that comes from love for the 
Lord unites us to the Lord and therefore to everything good that comes from him. The 
goodness that comes from love for our neighbor unites us with heaven and its communities. In 
the process it also unites us to the Lord, because properly speaking, heaven is the Lord, since 
he is the all-in-all there.


[2] It is the opposite with evil. Evil has to do with love for ourselves and love for worldly 
advantages. The evil of self-love disconnects us not only from the Lord but also from heaven. 
We love no one but ourselves, and we love others only so far as we see them in ourselves, or 
so far as they merge with us. We make ourselves the center of everyone’s attention, always 
diverting attention away from others and especially from the Lord. When lots of people in a 
single community behave this way, all of them are inevitably at odds. Each member inwardly 
views the next as an enemy. They hate anyone who works against them in any way, and take 
pleasure in such a person’s ruin. The evil of love for worldly advantages is no different. This evil 
covets the wealth and possessions of others and wants to own everything that belongs to 
another. This too results in hostility and hatred, though to a lesser degree.


If you want to know what evil is and therefore what sin is, all you need to do is work at learning 
what self-love and love for worldly advantages are. If you want to know what goodness is, all 
you need to do is work at learning what love for the Lord and love for your neighbor are. From 
this you will know what is evil and consequently what is false, and you will know what is good 
and consequently what is true. 
 
Secrets of Heaven #4839:1


…All evil that wells up or flows from evil present interiorly - that is, is intentional or has an evil 
end in view - is contrary to Divine order. But that which does not well up or flow from evil 
present interiorly - that is, which is unintentional or has no evil end in view - may sometimes 
look like evil but is not in fact this if the end in view is not an evil one; for it is the end that 
determines the true nature of every action. The end holds a person's life within it; that is to say, 
what a person loves and consequently thinks he has as his end in view. The life of his soul is 
nothing else.


https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/evil/


For a deep dive, The New Jerusalem and It’s Heavenly Teachings #170 has multiple links 
for passages discussing different aspects evil: 

https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-
teachings/contents/1700


https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-teachings/contents/1700
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-teachings/contents/1700

