What are Correspondences?
From Swedenborg:

Heaven & Hell #89

First, I need to state what correspondence is. The whole natural world is responsive to
the spiritual world - the natural world not just in general, but in detail. So whatever
arises in the natural world out of the spiritual one is called "something that
corresponds."” It needs to be realized that the natural world arises from and is
sustained in being by the spiritual world, exactly the way an effect relates to its
efficient cause.

By "the natural world," I mean all that extended reality that is under our sun and that
receives its light and warmth from it. All the things that are sustained in being from
that source belong to that world. The spiritual world, in contrast, is heaven, and to that
world belong all the things that are in the heavens.

The New Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine 261

The Word was composed using correspondences and therefore representations. In its
literal meaning, the Word was composed entirely by means of correspondences, that is,
by means of things that represent and symbolize spiritual realities that have to do with
heaven and the church...This was done so that there would be an inner meaning in the
details; so it was done for the sake of heaven, because the inhabitants of heaven do not
understand the Word in its literal meaning, which is earthly; they understand it in its
inner meaning, which is spiritual...(For further reading: https://
newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-

heavenly-teachings/contents/2610)

Correspondence between Natural and Spiritual Levels

https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/correspondence/

For a much deeper dive:

The Inner Meaning of the Word

https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-inner-meaning-of-
the-word/



https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-teachings/contents/2610
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-teachings/contents/2610
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-new-jerusalem-and-its-heavenly-teachings/contents/2610
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/correspondence/
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-inner-meaning-of-the-word/
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/exposition/translation/the-inner-meaning-of-the-word/

